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The US-China Music Institute of the B ollege

Conservatory of Music was founded in 2017 by
conductor and classical music scholar Jindong
Cai and Robert Martin, a cellist, philosopher, and
the founding director of the Bard Conservatory.
The Institute’s mission is to promote the study,
performance, and appreciation of music from
contemporary China, and to support musical
exchange between the United States and China.
In close partnership with the prestigious Central
Conservatory of Music in Beijing, the Institute
has established several major ongoing programs,
including the annual China Now Music Festival,

scholarly conferences, and both undergraduate
and graduate level degree programs in Chinese

instruments.
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UNDERGRADUATE DOUBLE DEGREE IN
CHINESE INSTRUMENT PERFORMANCE
AND LIBERAL ARTS
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The US-China Music Institute has created the

first degree program for Chinese instrument
performance at a conservatory in the West. Like all
Bard Conservatory students, Chinese instrument
majors earn two degrees over five years: a bachelor
of music degree and a second bachelor of arts degree
in one of the more than 40 fields of study offered at
Bard College. The Bard Conservatory offers a unique
opportunity to pursue the serious study of music while
at the same time obtaining a world-class academic
education from one of the top liberal arts colleges in
the United States. For the serious study of Chinese
music, there is nothing else like it in the world.
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STUDIO INSTRUCTION AND MUSIC CURRICULUM
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Studio instruction is provided by the faculty of the
Central Conservatory of Music (CCOM) Traditional
Instruments Department through an innovative
combination of remote and in-person teaching on the
Bard campus, as well as annual study-abroad trips to the
CCOM campus in Beijing. The curriculum of the Chinese
instrument major is specially designed to provide a
comprehensive background in Chinese musical forms
and traditions. Degree requirements include music
theory, composition, aural skills, and Chinese music
history. Students have many performance opportunities

throughout the year. The Bard Chinese Ensemble holds
at least two major concerts every year.
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GUQIN AND CHINESE STUDIES FIVE-YEAR DOUBLE DEGREE
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Over thousands of years, the gugin has been closely

associated with Chinese philosophy and the arts, and is
currently enjoying a resurgence in popularity. In the spirit

of the ancient tradition, Bard's Asian Studies Program
and the US-China Music Institute now offer a joint
five-year, double-degree major in gugin performance

and Chinese studies. Majors will have a strong musical

background and an interest in Chinese history, arts,
and culture. Prior knowledge of the gugin and fluency in
Chinese are recommended but not required.
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MASTER'S DEGREE IN CHINESE MUSIC
AND CULTURE

P ET RS XU EAR L F i

The master of arts degree in Chinese music and
culture at Bard College offers students a unique
interdisciplinary approach to China and Chinese
musical culture. Students pursue a two-year course

of study culminating in a final research project and

a public performance or recital. The program will
deepen students’ understanding of Chinese musical
tradition, cultivate their performing skills, and provide
a solid foundation in the language, history, and culture
of China.
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